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Sir: 

In compliance with Rules 1.97 and 1.98, and in ful- 
fillment of the duty of disclosure under Rule 1.56, the accom- 
panying documents, copies of which are attached to this state- 
ment, are made of record on the enclosed Form PTO-1449. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of these 
items is that these references were cited by the Japanese Pat- 
ent Office in the corresponding Japanese Application Serial 
No. 2000-374122, filed December 8, 2000. A copy of the 
Japanese Official Action in which they were cited is attached 
hereto, with what is believed to be the pertinent portion en- 
closed in a wavy line. An English translation of the enclosed 
portion is also attached hereto. 
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Attorney Docket No.: 

8038-1020 


Application No.: 

10/006,359 


Applicant: 

Hideaki KITAGUCHI 


^Filing Date: 

December 10, 2001 


Group Art Unit: 
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Initial 
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Translation 
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JP 11-508430 (previously cited) 


07/21/1999 


Japan 












JP 09-252486 


09/22/1997 


Japan 












JP 2000-134366 


05/12/2000 


Japan 












JP 2000-253180 


09/14/2000 


Japan 



























































































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER: 


DATE CONSIDERED 


EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609. Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 
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* Abstract provided for the Examiner's convenience 
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